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They went, those heroic young men, to be
defeated in the battles of August; and the
Papal Zouaves, who were faithful to the
last, were destined to win the field of
Patay. But no one was acquainted with the
mind of Germany; and on that mind we
waited, while the Empire was falling to
pieces. Thirty thousand Italian troops kept
a watch on the frontier, ready to break in if
the Romans would seize Rome. But, as
ever, the Romans did no more than buy
flags which might be hung out according to
fortune, the Pope's colours so long as they
were needed, the tricolour invented long
ago by Republican Bologna when King
Victor's regiments should come marching in.
The King himself was torn between feelings of
gratitude to France and the conviction that if
he did not put an end to the Temporal Power
it would cost him his throne. The Revolution -
was alert in Naples and Milan. But the ghost
of the September Convention vanished when a
Republic succeeded to the Empire. Count
Bismarck had purchased Italian neutrality
by giving a free hand to the Government at
Florence. After a moment of hesitation
ministers were allowed to act. Ponza di
San Martino brought a royal letter to the
Vatican, in which " with the devotion of a